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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. SWIM Online for 2007-8 Reporting

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SWIM, the Statewide Water Information Management system being developed by qldwater and LGAQ in partnership with the State Government, will be up and running in September, ready to streamline Councils’ requirements to report water service information. SWIM has an online data entry portal, which will also make it easier for Local Government Water Service Providers to supply data requested by State and Commonwealth Governments. 

There are many other benefits to Local Governments that use SWIM. These include easier internal control in responding to Government data requests and a variety of data reports back to Council. For example, relevant data used to develop and report against Council’s water management plans such as SAMPs and SLMPs will be summarised and returned to Councils to assist in their mandatory reporting processes. Other options include providing data in a format useful for internal management of water assets (e.g. at the scale of scheme, rather than whole of Council), and benchmarking reports against similar Queensland Councils.

In future, all Queensland Local Governments who are water service providers will have access to the SWIM online data portal. However, this reporting year (2007-8 data) is a transitional year. Local Governments with fewer than 10,000 water connections will be able to submit their SWIM data online while those with greater than 10,000 water connections have already been sent data requests for SWIM data by the NRW and are encouraged to report through that mechanism. This transition year will allow integration of reporting requirements for the National Performance Reporting Framework which are still in development.

This reporting process builds on and replaces the previous SWIM water reporting required through the Department of Local Government and only financial water indicators will be requested in their annual comparative data request. The aim is to make reporting water indicators easier and more relevant for service providers.

Access to SWIM will be password-protected with a unique login for each council. Councils will be sent their login and password in September, when SWIM becomes active. If you require further information, contact Rob Fearon (rfearon@qldwater.com.au) or ring Rob or Heather on 3252 4701.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2.  Fluoridation Announcements

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The fluoridation roll-out is continuing and some will have seen the media statement from the Premier on 31 August describing progress in South East Queensland (see http://statements.cabinet.qld.gov.au/MMS/StatementDisplaySingle.aspx?id=59981). The Statement did not reveal much new information, but did confirm that the highly ambitious aim to deliver fluoridated water in the South East before the end of the year is being adhered to. It also revealed that Tenix Alliance has been awarded the role to design and construct the six priority treatment plant upgrades in the region. 

Perhaps of more interest to most water service providers is the planned phasing of the roll-out across the State that was repeated in the Statement and is also included below. This repeats the phased approach described in an original Media Statement but not formally announced elsewhere.

Also of interest to Councils outside of SEQ is the announcement of the successful tenderer for the role of the Infrastructure Project Management Group (IPMG). This is the group that will manage the roll-out across the state including procurement, design and installation services for those Councils that choose to use the service. The role was appointed to two companies, Cardno and Beca, which will manage the process from 2009 to 2012. Oddly, this announcement is not to be found in the Ministerial Statement but was reported instead in Mackay’s Daily Mercury (page 6, 1/9/08).

qldwater in partnership with LGAQ continues to support council water service providers in the fluoridation roll-out including extensive technical input to the new Code of Practice, negotiation of ongoing training for operators and providing technical information for Councils. Don’t forget to review our independent assessment of the best fluoridation chemical taking into account a range of costs and hazards, available in the members area of the  www.qldwater.com.au website under Water Issues/Fluoridation.  Members must log in first to access this document. 

· 2008: SEQ major water treatment plants - Mt Crosby (2 plants), Landers Shute, Molendinar, Mudgeeraba and North Pine (54%) 
· 2009: SEQ minor water treatment plants, Indigenous communities, commencement of Cairns, Gladstone, Mackay, Rockhampton and Toowoomba Regional. (80%) 
· 2010: Completion of Cairns, Gladstone, Mackay and Rockhampton; Fraser, Gympie, Somerset, South Burnett, Southern Downs, commencement of Dalby (83%) 
· 2011: Blackall, Emerald, Dalby completion, Goondiwindi, Hinchinbrook, Longreach, Mornington, Mt Isa, Murweh, North Burnett, Rio Tinto (Weipa),  Tablelands, Whitsunday (92%) 
· 2012: Balonne, Banana, Barcaldine, Bundaberg, Burdekin, Carpentaria, Charters Towers, Cassowary, Cloncurry, Flinders, Isaac, Roma, Toowoomba Regional completion (95%).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Powers of Entry Training

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Further to eFlash #43 (7 August 2008), a reminder that the Powers & Responsibilities for Local Government Water Training courses are underway with 3 venues remaining.  The course is supported by qldwater and includes a discount for our members. Details are below.

	A half day training program provided by 
MacDonnells Law and IPWEAQ


	Powers & Responsibilities for Local Government
Water Training
Take this link for details and registration


	This Water Training Program is applicable to both engineers and Council representatives working primarily in the area of town planning and water. The program has been developed by MacDonnells Law in close consultation with qldwater and IPWEAQ to provide delegates with an update on legislation impacting on topical issues including powers of entry and access to infrastructure, enforcement of water rights, metering and levying of water charges in addition to the charging for the use of infrastructure. The program seeks to deliver updates to delegates on integral Queensland legislation including:
· The Local Government Act 1993

· Water Act 2000

· Plumbing and Drainage Act 2000

· And the newly enacted Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008 (Qld)



	In-House or Regional Program Delivery
The program can be delivered in either of two ways:

Option 1 – In-House     New local governments in particular may find it useful to receive an in-house program tailored to the specific issues affecting their new local government area. Council would be able to send to the session officers (and elected members) from across its various departments and business units. Information will be supplied specific to the local government area.

Option 2     Regional Program     The program can also be delivered on a regional group basis to officers from a number of local governments, government agencies and other regionally based organisation with an interest in the topic. The number of attendees can be distributed across the participating organisations.

Remaining training courses are located below 

Location
Date (2008)
Brisbane
15 September
Rockhampton
22 September
Toowoomba
31 October
If you would like a quote for an in-house or regional program please contact Carolyn Hick at IPWEAQ on 3000 2200 or email carolyn@ipweaq.asn.au
 


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au/ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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